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District I
Special Use Permit
(West Camp Wind Farm, LLC)




Project Components

* 500 MW wind energy generation
250 MW battery storage facility
* 52,500-acre project area

e 104 turbines
e 820-foot maximum tip height

* Up to 2 on-site substations and one on-site switching station

* Between 6.5 and 25 miles of 345-kV or 500-kV Gen-Tie Line

* Up to 6 permanent meteorological towers

* On-site operation and maintenance (O&M) building and laydown yard

* Access Roads






June 27, 2022

Cody Cooper

Navajo County Planning and Zoning Division
P.0. Box 668

100 Public Warks Drive

Holbrook, Arizona 86025

Re: West Camp Wind Farm Navajo County Special Use Permit Application: SUP 22-007
Diear Mr. Cooper:

AES is pleased to submit this Special Use Permit application to Navajo County to allow construction and
operation of a maximum S00-megawatt (MW) wind energy project and battery storage facility on almaost
entirely privately owned land approximately 10 miles south of Joseph City, Arizona, as further depicted
and described in this application.

AES has engaged industry-leading experts to perform various environmental, cultural, and other siting
studies to identify and mitigate impacts to applicable resources. We are committed to agency and
stakeholder consultation and have been working with various local, state, and federal agencies
in developing this planned wind energy project. The project is sited in a remote location away from
residential and developed areas and incorporates all required setbacks from the project boundary.
We have and will continue to engage with the adjacent landowrners and the local community through
mailings, public open houses, and continual updates to the project website (www.aes.com/west-camp-
wind.com). The West Camp Wind Farm would bring many lecal economic and environmental benefits,
as further described below, and we are excited to bring more cost-competitive, reliable, and air emissions-
free electricity to northern Arizona,

Enclosed is Check No. 5571 in the amount of $10,000 for the Special Use Permit application fee. Should
you hawve anmy questions, please feel free to contact me at 463-426-9980 or wia email
at robert.gardner@aes.com. We look forward to working with you on the West Camp Wind Farm as we
continue to advance renewable energy in the state of Arizona,

Sinceraly,

FEl

Rob Gardner

Manager, Western Wind Development
AES

282 Century Place #2000

Lowisville, CO &0027
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Proposed Project Location
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Dou.gla.s A, Ducey Lisa A, Atkins
Gavernor Commissioner
Arizona State Land Department
1616 West Adarms, Phoenix, AZ 85007
(602) 5424631
June 24, 2022
Rabert Gardner
West Camp Wind Farm, LLC
282 Century Place # 2000

Louisville, CO 80027

RE:  State Trust Land located in Navajo County at T15N, R17E Section 2; T15N, R18E
Sections 2 and 16; T16N, R18E Sections 2, 16, 24, 32, 36; T16N, R19E Section 6 and 32
ASLD Special Land Use Permit No. KE# 23-122954
West Camp Wind Farm — Special Use Permit Application Number 22-007 for a Wind
Energy and Battery Storage Facility

Dear Robert Gardner,

The Arizona State Land Department (*ASLD"™) has received a request from The AES
Corporation representing West Camp Wind Farm, LLC for permission to act as an authorized
agent for ASLD to apply to Navajo County (the “Jurisdiction™) for a Special Use Permil (the
“Entitlements™) on State Trust land described abowve.

The AES Corporation, its employees, representatives, agents, and/or consultants
(hereinafter “Applicant”) therefore, has permission to file for the Entitlements as required
by the Jurisdiction.

Please be advised the following conditions and understandings accompany this approval:

1. Applicant shall pay all costs associated with the Entitlements and shall not be reimbursed
by ASLD or by any subsequent purchaser at auction.

2. Applicant, their employees, representatives, agents, and/or consultants shall be permitted
to act as ASLIY's agents to procure the Entitlements and any related permits or approvals
which may be required (the “Entitlement Process™), subject to final review and approval
by ASLD,

3. Applicant shall diligently pursue the satisfaction of all Entitlements. Further, it shall
respond to all inquiries by ASLD as 1o the status of the Entitlement Process and provide
regular updates without formal request.

Serving Aclzona's Schools and Public Instirusions Since 1945
s azland. gov

June 24, 2022
Page 2

4, Prior to beginning the Entitlement Process, the Applicant shall provide ASLD with an
outline of the proposal and a timeline for the process which identifies key dates with the
Jurisdiction or other jurisdictional agency staff and project hearing dates with any agency
or jurisdiction. All documentation, including, but not limited to: land use plans,
engineering drawings, application materials and development agreements, shall be
submitted to ASLD for approval prior to the date the documentation is filed with the
approving jurisdiction. A copy of the application shall be submitted to ASLD on the same
day it is filed with the Jurisdiction or other jurisdictional agency.

5. ASLD staff shall be invited, but not required to attend, all meetings with the various
agencies, clected officials, and the Jurisdiction as the Entitlements are processed through
relevant hearings. A minimum of five (5) business days’ notice shall be provided to
Department staff in advance of any meeting,

6. Applicant shall submit to ASLD all staff reports and draft stipulations that will be
considered by the Jurisdiction on the day they are received by the Applicant, and at least
ten (10) business days before each public meeting or hearing, if possible.

7. The Jurisdiction is authorized to enter and inspect the subject property.

8. This authorization may be revoked at any time without notice and in no way creates an
obligation on the part of ASLD of any kind.

All information will be provided to Amber Troidl, ASLD’s Right of Way with a copy to Rhonda
Inamine, ASLD Planning and Engincering Division.

ASLD i your consideration in this matter and looks forward to working with you

PP

through this process. Please contact Amber Troidl at 602-542-3140 or atroidl@azland.gov or
Rhonda Inamine at 602-542-3126 or rinamine@azland.gov if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

M i

Executive Consultant, Urban Development

ce: Amber Troidl, ASLD Right-of-Way
Rhonda Inamine ASLD Planning & Engineering

HAPL 5\ g Lotters\2022\23-122954 {West Camp 122954 Planning. Latter Wast
Camp Wind Farm,doce




June 17,2022

Mr. Rob Gardner
Developer, Western Wind Development
AES Clean Energy, LLC

282 Century P1 #2000

Louisville, CO 80027
submitted to: Gags.com. Robert G com. and
rab a.com

RE:  West Camp Wind Farm, Navajo County SUP
Dear Mr, Gardner:

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (Department) appreciates the opportunity to coordinate
with AES Clean Energy, LLC (AES) and SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) on the
propased West Camp Wind Farm. The Department understands that this S00MW facility would
include 104 wind turbines on approximately 53,000 acres of private land south of Joseph City
and west of Arizona State Route 377. The site includes grasslands, pinyon-juniper, and xeric
riparian habitats. The project would include a new gen-tie line and associated infrastructure,
including access roads, o parking arca, storage and operations fucilities, permanent
‘meteoralogical towers, and an Aireraft Detection Lighting System,

Under Title 17 of the Arizona Revised Statutes, the Department, by and through the Arizona
Game and Fish C (c has authority and public trust
responsibilities to conserve and protect the state fish and wildlife resources. In addition, the
Department manages thicatened and endangered species through authorities of Section 6 of the
Endangered Species Act and the Department’s 10(a)1(A) permit. It is the mission of the
Department to conserve and protect Arizona's diverse fish and wildlife resources and manage for
safe, compatible outdoor recreation opportunities for current and future gencrations

‘The Department appreciates the opportunity to coordinate with AES and SWCA in the planning
phases of this project, and supports the development of wind encrey as @ source of clean and
rencwable energy. The Department belicves that, with proper placement and planning, the
benefits of wind energy outweigh potential negative effects to wildlife populations,

The Department looks forward to reviewing the preliminary results of pre-construction surveys
and monitoring that are being conducted to determine species presence. and staff remain
available to assist with the next phases of project planning. As noted in the Department's

azgfd.gov | 602.942.3000
5000 W. CAREFREE HIGHWAY, PHOENIX AZ 85086
B
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Guidelines for Reducing Impacts to Wildiife for Wind Erergy I in_drizong'
(Guidelimes), wind energy farms can affeet wildlife through a variety of means, including direct

fatality, habitat loss and behavior of invasive plant
species, and more. Appropriate siting and placement of project facilities, timing of construction
activities, voluntary implementation of best management practices and operational
considerations can help avaid, minimize, or mitigate these potential impacts: the Guidelines
provide additional information about these conservation measures. Given praject specifics
received 1o date, the Department provides the following comments based on the agency's
statutory authorities, public trust responsibilitics, and special experfise related (o wildlife
Tesources and recreation.

The project area and surrounding landscape are used by a diversity of wildlife species, including
Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) and species of economic and recreational
importance. Species of key concen in this area include pronghom, raptors, and bats. The project
is proposed within one of the most productive pronghom sites in the state and would cover a
large area of available habitat for this population. Unlike other states with pronghom, Arizona
does not see a lot of ingress and egress beuween populations, which are separated by roads and
other physical barriers. To help reduce potential effects, the Department recommends
incorporating the following conservation measures to project planning, development and
operation for pronghorn:
 The Department recommends that construction be phased to reduce the distarbance to
pronghom during construction and to reduce the amount of area being disturbed at any
given time. Additionally, to help minimize potential impacts on pronghom recruitment,
the Department recommends that construction activitics be Kept to a minimum during the
fawning scason from mid-May to mid-Tune.
® The Department recommends the number and extent of new access roads be kept 10 a
minimum, and recommends restoration of habitats disturbed during construction.
The project aceurs within and adjacent 1o identified habitat conmectivity areas, and
Important Connectivity Zones. These arcas have been identificd as important for
pronghom and other wildlife to traverse the landscape to access resources and respond to
changing environmental conditions. Department. stafl’ remain available to assist with
project design features that can help maintain conneetivity for wildlife including
increased inter-mrbine distance as feasible, and fence designs and locations to ensure that
fencing is permeable to pronghorn. The Department’s Wildlife Compatible Fencing
Guidelines* provide information on how fencing impacts wildlife and ways to design
fencing to prevent wildlife entanglement and impalement and to ensure wildlife
movement is not restricted.

.

Avian and bat mortality at wind facilities can be sij cant, The pre-construction surveys that
are oceurring can help identify species and areas of concern, and the Depariment looks forward.
10 continued engagement with AES in identification of options that can reduce potential impacts.

gl " il portal Al
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Post-construction surveys and menitoring can help determine if adaptive management is needed
To help reduce mortality, the Department initially recommends the following broad conservation
‘measures; additional recommendations may be suggested afier receipt of the site characteristic
report and pre-construction survey results:

e The Depariment recommends developing a Wildlife Conservation Strategy (WCS), a
Bird and Bat Conservations Strategy (BBCS) and an Eagle Conservation Plan (ECP) as
part of the project planning. These are voluntary plans put forth by developers in order to
proactively address potential impacts to wildlife resulting from the construction,
maintenance, and operation of a wind facility. Guidelines for these plans can be found in
the Department’s  Guidelines for Redwcing Impacts to Wildlife for Wind Ener:
Development in Arizong’

The Department of a post ion wildlife fatality
monitoring plan. The Department would like to review this plan, along with the BBCS,
ECP, and WCS if developed. prior to implementation. In addition, the Department would
like to review the results of the post-construction wildlife fatality monitoring on an
annual basis, including any info/monitoring that may occur once formal fatality
monitoring has completed. Additionally, the Department recommends the formation of a
Technical Advisory Commitice (TAC) that would meel at least annually (o discuss
implementation of these plans. Representatives could include AES, Navajo County,
USFWS, and others in addition to the Department.

The Department recommends a quarter-mile tubine setback from water sources to
protect migrating waterfow! and shorebirds (Jones et al. 2010°), help maintain wildlife
access, and buffer waters from potential water contamination (NIEA 2015%). Several
ephemeral stock tanks, check dams, and shallow rocky canyons occur within the project
arca that could be important to wildlife. Pre-construction surveys conducted to-date were
done in drier years, but it is possible that these areas are used by waterfowl and could
attract eagles.

The Pink Cliffs on the southen end of the project provide habitat for a wintering
population of bald eagles. The Department recammends turbines he set back | mile from
this area and a quarter-mile setback from any active ferruginous hawk or other raptor
nesls,

The project arca provides habitat for diverse species of bats. The Department
recommends considering nighttime cut-in speeds for all mrbines during spring and fall
bat migration throughout the life of the projeet if bat fatalities exceed their thresholds.
The Department is available to assist AES and SWCA in determining the timeframes and
conditions when turbine curtailment could take effect, and post-construction monitoring
can help identify further conservation measures. The potential for integrating battery
storage inio this wind project could allow for incorporating these cut-in speed bat fatality
mitigations while maintaining continuous energy supply.

.
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To address potential effects 1o other wildlife species, wildlife habitat, human safety, and

wildlifi-oriented recreation, the Department recommends the following measures:

o Development of an adaplive weed and erosion mitigation plan, covering construction and
operational phascs of the project, that addresses road shoulders and disturbed arcas,
including provisions for preventing the spread of invasive species and re-seeding with
native specics.

If milkweed plants are present. please avoid removal to the extent possible. These plants

are important for monarch butterflies, which are a candidate for listing under the

Endangered Species Act and are declining throughout their range.

Astificial lighting can atiract nocturnal animals (including birds and bats). impair their

ability to navigate, and may affect their behaviors (Davies et al 2013°). Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA)-required red lighting shauld be installed on turbines according to

FAA guidelines for wind energy (FAA 2020'). I additional lighting is needed near the

ground, consider using only the minimum amount necessary for safety. Mation-sensing

lights and narrow-spectrum lighting are preferred, as well as ensuring that all lighting is

fully shielded and dark-sky compliant (USEWS 20127).

e To reduce impacis on hunters, the Department requests continued coordination on
proposed ing times for ion so the Department can adjust tag numbers
if necessary and/or notify constituents of closurcs during proposed hunts and scasons
Natification of the construstion timeline will also enable the Department to aceount for
any adjustments to aceess agreements with the lessce.

Finally, Department staff routinely conduct low level wildlife survey and monitoring flights. The
Department requests that AES provid for any new evaluation towers
(METs) installed or decommissioned during the project. These coordinates will be incorporated
into a database and shared with Department pilots to protect the safety of personnel conducting
low-altitude flights.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the West Camp Wind Farm. The Department
looks forward to continued collaboration as this project progresses. For further coordination,
please contact Tiffany Sprague at isprague@azgfd.poy or 623-236-7222.

Sincercly,
Luke Thompson

Habitat, Evaluation, and Lands Branch Chiel’

e David Dorum, Region | Habitat, Evaluation, and Lands Program Supervisor

Ginger Ritier - Project Evaluation Program Supervisor
Tiffany Sprague - Project Evaluation Program Specialist
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Condition
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* The setbacks for wind turbines
from any adjacent, non-
participating, privately owned
property on the western boundary

of this project shall be 2 miles
(2,640 feet).
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